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HIDDEN COSTS
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Communities Pay Price
Of High Prison Rate

Phoenix Neighborhood’s Missing Men

By GARY FIELDS

PHOENIX—When she hit 60,
Sarah Coleman thought she was
done raising children. But today
she is among the millions of
Americans left to fill the void for
family members gone to jail.

Now 66 years old, Ms. Cole-
man has three youngsters at
home—ages 5, 3 and 1. She's
doesn’t know the whereabouts
of her granddaughter, who is
their mother. As for the chil-
dren’s fathers, they have both
been in trouble with the law. One
is in prison serving a 10-year
term for second-degree murder.
The other has been in and out of
jail on drug charges.

“l didn’t intend to raise my
great-grandkids,” says Ms. Cole-
man, who relies on supplies of
diapers and baby wipes from a
local social-services center.
“There are so many things |
can't do for them because of

money, but 1 have to try.”

Here in South Mountain, a
district in south Phoenix, more
than 3,800 residents are dis-
placed, serving time in prison
or the county jail. For every 100
people, 6.1 are behind bars.
That’s more than five times the
national average of 1.09 per 100,
according to a report by the
Pew Center, a nonpartisan re-
search group. Arizona has the
fastest-growing prison popula-
tion of the Western states, hav-
ing increased 5.3% in 2007 to
more than 38,000.

Behind those figures are
many hidden, related costs—fi-
nancial burdens that communi-
ties are often left to manage. For
every person who goes to jail,
businesses lose either a poten-
tial employee or customer. In-
mates’ children often depend on
extended families, rather than a
parent, to raise them. With only
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50 many government resources
to go around, churches, volun-
teer programs and other groups
must often step in to help.

In one nine-block stretch of
central South Mountain, nearly
500 out of 16,000 residents are
in the state system either as
prisoners or as probationers
who return regularly to jail.
Prison costs associated with
this nine-block area amount to
roughly $11 million annually, ac-
cording to an estimate from the
Justice Mapping Center, a New
York organization that exam-
ines crime patterns.

But the state spends more
than half that amount—$6.5 mil-
lion—on social programs for the
residents who remain. In that
nine-block span, 2,000 peoplere-
ceive cash payments under the
federal government's Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Fami-
lies program. Nearly 5,000 are on
food stamps. Almostone-third of
the residents live below the poy-
ertylevel, The total cost of prison
and social sérvicescombined: ap-
proximately $2 million perblock.

South Mountain may seem
like just another desert town,
yetits demographics are compli-
cated. While a crackdown on
crime has produced a high incar-
ceration rate, it has also made
the area attractive to new pock-
ets of middle-class residents.
Shopping malls, restaurants and
grocery stores dot the area;
there's a Target and a Wal-Mart.
Gated communities and golf
courses abound,

Most notable is what's miss-
ing: men of a certain age. “It"s
sad but we have men who are
over 35 and we have young peo-
ple under 17,” says Faye Gray, a
71-year-old neighborhood activ-
ist. “The ones in between are
missing.” She quickly recites a
half-dozen names, all men serv-
ing lengthy drug sentences—peo-
ple she watched grow up.

South Mountain's residents
are mainly Hispanic and African
American. According to various
studies, those two groups are
the most overrepresented in the
criminal justice system. The Pew
study released earlier this year
showed the overall incarcera-
tion rate for all whites was one
person per 245 people, com-
pared 1o one in 41 for blacks and
one in 96 for Hispanics.
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The interplay of crime, pov-
erty and race has long been a
topic of study among criminolo-
gists and sociologists. Whether
poverty creates crime or crime
begets poverty is “an impossible
question” to answer simply, says
David Kennedy, director of crime
prevention and control at John
Jay College of Criminal Justice
in New York.

The longterm decline of to-
day’s minority areas—from drug
epidemics and white suburban
flight to a gradual rise in prison
populations and budgets—has
taken a toll, says Mr. Kennedy.
“These things play off each
other,” he says. “It's not argu-
able any longer that some of the
things we're doing to fight crime
are promoting crime and exacer-
bating poverty.”

Here in South Mountain, the
impact of prison is unavoidable,
At the Southminster Preshyterian
Church in South Mountain, chil-
dren attend Head Start classes.
Among other things, the federal
program provides grants to help
preschoolers develop reading and
math skills. It handles about 160
children, says Doris Lewis, the ad-
ministrator. Three-quarters of
them,“if not more,” come fromsin-
gle-family homes, she estimates.
In many of those cases, the miss-
ing parent is in jail.

“The thing you notice with the
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children is they will mimic the ef-
fects of the prison system,” she
says. “Theywill play as if they are
arresting another individual.”
Some even know the Miranda
rights that officers relay to sus-
pects during their arrests.

Providing Social Services

Assisting peoplelike Ms. Cole-
man, the great-grandmother, are
nonprofits suchas the Black Cen-
ter. It, along with the Keys Com-
munity Center, offers some of the
most comprehensive social ser-
vices for South Mountain resi-
dents. Supported by government
funding and private donations, it
has paid Ms. Coleman's utility
bills and helped her obtain medi-
cal care. Each week, the center
gives her a “food basket” worth
about 550 that includes break-
fast cereals, diapers, canned
juices and other staples.

Right now, the family liveson
Ms. Coleman’s pension and So-
cial Security of about 5995 a
month. “I pay $546 a month for
the house and I take the rest of
the money to pay the utility bill
or other things and 1 don’t have
anything left,” she says.

Mary Black, the Black Center
director and founder, is trying to
find a donor who will pay $400
for dentures for Ms. Coleman.

Emily Jenkins, director of a
project funded by Gov. Janet Na-
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politano to measure the impact of
imprisonment on families, says
the state has approximately
95,669 childrenwithincarcerated
parents. An additional 80,398
have parents on probation.

This matters because chil-
dren of jailed parents are five to
seven times more likely
to themselves end up
behind bars, according
to federal statistics. A
third of the Arizona
prison population had
at least one parent
locked up during child-
heod, according to the
state project’s re-
search.

Darlene Marquez's
daughter, Essence, was
nearly 2 and her
brother Xavier 3 weeksold when
their father went to jail. The ar-
rest left her frightened of police.

“She was in the back seat of
the car one time and a police car
pulled up next to us,” recalls Ms.
Marquez, 26. “She started
sereaming and saying, ‘The cops,
the cops. They take mommies
and daddies to jail.’ [ couldn’t tell
her then that they only take bad
people to jail, because her daddy
was in jail.”

Only recently, under coaxing
from her mom, has the girl come
to understand that police are
there to help.

Her father served four years
for intimidation and assault and
returned home for about nine
months before new violations
sent him back. Since then, con-
tact has been intermittent, says
Ms. Marquez, who believes he is
now gut of prison.

Her son, now 6, recently be-
gan telling friends his dad is
dead. In the past, he told stories
about fishing trips they'd taken
and movies they'd seen—none of
them true. “It"s sad. [ had to set
him straight,” says Ms. Marquez.

After quitting high school,
Ms. Marquez earned her gradu-
ate equivalency diploma, or
GED, and then trained as a medi-
cal assistant. Now she works in
the clerk of court's office for Mar-
icopa County and relies on the
YMCA and Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters to help with the children.
Ms. Marquez says she now shel-
ters her children, even avoiding
family members and places from
her own childhood she considers
bad influences. “I want them to
see the right way,” she says.

Maorth of Ms. Marquez's home
in a neighboring zip code, hun-
dreds of destitute families filter
into the cavernous cafeteria of
the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul. About 400 meals are
served here each day and thou-
sands of children annu-
ally receive treatment
at its the emergency
dental clinic. A mile
away, another of the so-
ciety's five local centers
# provides daily break-

" fast and lunches to
more than a thousand
of the city's homeless.
In 2007, the Roman
Catholic center had
served 589,801 during
the first five months of
the years. This year the figure
was up to 639,051 for the same

riod.

Stephen Zabilski, the centers’
executive director, estimates
that 50% of them are former fel-
ons, many from South Mountain
and other high-incarceration ar-
eas in Phoenix.

The people who rely on such
programs have little margin for
financial setbacks. Mr. Zabilski
and others have seen even minor
problems, like a flat tire, send
families into the street.{Car trou-
ble often means arriving late to
work, which in turn can be
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grounds for firing.)

Gine Douh, 44, works the
cash register at his Broadway
Food & Meat Market. He says
shoppers are mainly older nowa-
days, with few young adults com-
ing in. He has a longtime worker
he trusts, which allows him to
leave the store occasionally.
5till, he's reluctant to hire others
in casethey've had previous run-
ins with customers.

Overall, though, Mr. Douh
says the emphasis on law en-
forcement has created a neigh-
borhood that's "more quiet. It's
nice.”

‘Extinct”

Down the road, two of the
three barber chairs in Watson's
Barber Shop are empty. Dennis
Watson, the owner, is alone snip-
ping and clipping as the line of
waiting customers grows. He
has tried to mentor younger bar-
bers in recent years but lost
them to jail or prison.

“Ihavealot of real young cus-
tomers whose mommas bring
them in and I have customers
that are older,” says the 47-year-
old barber. “The young black
men in this area are extinct.”

In 2005 he had three employ-
ees and a larger number of
younger customers. In each
case, the barbers vanished. He'd
hear through word of mouth that
they'd been arrested. One got in
trouble for violating conditions
of his release, he says. Others, he
says, were “doing wrong” and
committing new crimes.

One man was assaulted in
front of him, inside the shop, Mr.
Watson recalls. The gunman
walked in wearing a mask, Mr.
Watson thought it was a robbery
until the gunmanhitone of the bar-
bersonthehead, then fled. “Some-
body pistol whips you in broad
daylight in a barbershop full of
people, it's pretty clear you're in-
volved in bad things,” he says,

Unlike Mr. Douh, Mr. Watson
does not have a trusted em-
ployee. When he leaves, even for
luneh, he has to lock up shop.
Over the course of a recent day
he tended two dozen customers.
Only two were younger than 30,

“What these young people
don't understand is they are
dooming their kids and their fam-
ilies,” Mr. Watson says. “When
you mess up, you're taking other
people with you.”
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with her great-grandchildren. From left, Devonte,
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Sarah Coleman at home

1, and Paul,
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